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Letter from the admissions director

Dear families of prospective Parsons students, 

Deciding on the right college isn’t easy. It’s a complicated process that can be 
as overwhelming as it is exciting. That’s why we’ve developed Pocket Parsons: 
A Guide for Families. 
  
This guide addresses your immediate questions about a Parsons education, 
and highlights the personal and professional advantages that an art and  
design education can provide today’s student. Within these pages, you 
will find an overview of our departments with real examples of the many 
professional opportunities that exist for our graduates. You will also find 
information about Parsons’ curriculum and student life, an overview of the 
rich cultural resources that our New York City location offers, and practical 
information on visiting the school to learn more firsthand. 

Pocket Parsons: A Guide for Families is your detailed look at Parsons’ com-
mitment to its students and community. We hope you feel the excitement 
that fills our classrooms as you read this guide. 

Sincerely, 
 

Heather T. Ward 
Director of Admissions 
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Parsons And Design 
Parsons’ Mission 
Parsons The New School for Design focuses 
on creating engaged citizens and outstanding 
designers, scholars, and business leaders through 
a design-based professional and liberal educa-
tion. Parsons students learn to rise to the chal-
lenges of living, working, and creative decision 
making in a world where human experience is 
increasingly designed. The school embraces cur-
ricular innovation, pioneering uses of technol-
ogy, collaborative methods, and global perspec-
tives on the future of design. 
 
What is a 21st Century school of art  
and design? 
Design is everywhere in modern society, 
influencing the choices we make as individuals, 
informing us as consumers, and engaging us  
as citizens. Design is pervasive; at once trans-
parent, yet at the same time, highly visible to 
society. As the world around us becomes increas-
ingly more designed, the role of the designer is 
rapidly expanding. The 21st century school of 
design creates the social innovators of tomorrow: 
the taste makers, the architects, CEO’s, advertis-
ing and marketing executives, and the artists 
and scholars that will shape our world, and the 
way we perceive it. Parsons leads the forefront 
of art and design education and is committed to 
technological innovation, academic rigor, and 
excellence. Accordingly, experimentation 
and innovation, collaboration, and social 
responsibility are themes that are built into 
the Parsons’ curriculum. 

A degree from Parsons is a commitment to 
social responsibility. Professionals in the design 
community recognize this commitment from 
Parsons’ graduates. We see artists and design-
ers as visionaries, as critical thinkers, as vital 
members of corporations and communities, and 

as strategists for shaping cultural trends. The op-
portunities for personal and professional success 
and satisfaction in art and design industries are 
growing every day. 
 
Location: Parsons and New York City 
With rich cultural resources, international 
sophistication, and cutting edge attitude,  New 
York City is a vibrant environment that has 
inspired and challenged artists and designers 
throughout its history. The entire city is a living 
example of the evolving effect that art and design 
has upon modern society. To walk the streets of 
Manhattan is to breathe creativity, to experience 
the vitality of diverse expression, and to know 
what it feels like when design and life meet 
face-to-face. 

To Parsons’ faculty, the city is an extension of 
the classroom and is incorporated into the basic 
fabric of the curriculum. The city is home to 
more than 80 museums such as the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, Cooper-Hewitt National Design 
Museum, and the Museum of Modern Art. 
Parsons’ faculty teach the architecture of the city, 
the fabric of its population, and the language of 
its commercial and private communication. 
 
New York galleries and private studios, e-com-
merce, technology start-ups, and design houses 
recognize Parsons’ role as the educator to the 
artists and designers of tomorrow. Many mem-
bers of these organizations are also members of 
Parsons’ faculty –they develop curricula, create 
internships for students, and employ Parsons’ 
students after they graduate. At Parsons, students 
learn to be intrepid explorers of this complex 
and rewarding city. As the next generation of 
artists and designers, they are profoundly af-
fected by the city, seek inspiration from it, and 
ultimately, contribute to the dialogue that New 
York City engages with its citizens every day. 

Parsons’ Notable Alumni 
More than 35,000 individuals have received 
a formal Parsons education, and thousands of 
others have been enriched through coursework 
at Parsons. Many of the school’s alumni have 
reached the pinnacle of success in the fields 
of design, and have attained legendary status, 
including:

Adri, fashion designer 
Adrian, fashion/costume designer 
Mark Badgley, fashion designer 
Jeffrey Banks, fashion designer 
Stanley Barrows, interior designer 
Robert Bray, interior designer 
Ronald Brice, interior designer 
Sheila Bridges, interior designer 
Thomas Britt, interior designer 
Donald Brooks, fashion/costume designer 
Mario Buatta, interior designer 
Van Day Truex, interior designer 
Peter de Seve, illustrator 
Andrew Delfino, interior designer 
Louis Dell-Olio, fashion designer 
Angelo Donghia, interior designer 
Carrie Donovan, former New York Times  
	 fashion critic 
Michael Donovan, graphic designer 
Hans Dorsinville, graphic designer 
Melvin Dwork, interior designer 
Perry Ellis, fashion designer 
Tom Ford, fashion designer 
Nancye Green, graphic designer 
Albert Hadley, interior designer 
Victoria Hagan, interior designer 
Thad Hayes, interior designer 
Gordon Henderson, fashion designer 
Edward Hopper, painter 
Marc Jacobs, fashion designer 
Jasper Johns, painter 

Donna Karan, fashion designer 
Reed Krakoff, fashion designer 
Alex Lee, product designer 
Claire McCardell, fashion designer 
Eleanor McMillen Brown, interior designer 
Steven Meisel, illustrator and fashion  
	 photographer 
Gene Meyer, fashion designer 
James Mischka, fashion designer 
Isaac Mizrahi, fashion designer and filmmaker 
Juan Montoya, interior designer 
Norman Norell, fashion designer 
William Odom, interior designer 
Paul Rand, graphic designer 
Norman Rockwell, illustrator 
Bill Robinson, fashion designer 
Patrick Robinson, fashion designer 
Narciso Rodriguez, fashion designer 
Behnaz Sarafpour, fashion designer 
Michael Schaible, interior designer 
Joel Schumacher, filmmaker 
Betty Sherrill, interior designer 
Willi Smith, fashion designer 
Cynthia Steffe, fashion designer 
Rose Tarlow, interior designer

For more information on our alumni, go 
to www.parsons.newschool.edu/alumni_
and_friends. 
  
STUDENT LIFE/NYC 
Parsons’ neighborhoods 
Parsons’ main campus is located downtown in 
Greenwich Village, an historic neighborhood 
with a style and atmosphere found nowhere else 
in New York City. The Village is home to design 
and art studios, galleries, shops, and restaurants, 
as well as avant garde artists, musicians, and 
writers. It has spawned countless cultural move-
ments, and inspired some of America’s most 
influential thinkers. 
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Sidewalks in the Village are thronged with 
residents, students, and tourists alike. Students 
and faculty meet and socialize in the many 
restaurants and cafes surrounding the school, 
while local small theaters and jazz clubs make 
for a welcome break from studying. For those in 
need of fresh air, nearby Union Square Park is 
a great place for relaxing, people watching, and 
picking up fresh-produce from vendors at the 
farmers market. Parsons’ buildings at the corner 
of Fifth Avenue and 13th Street house studios, 
offices, galleries, computer labs, and a large 
design library with visual, printed, and on-line 
services. Dormitories are within walking distance 
of everything the Village has to offer, as well 
as public transportation to New York’s 
surrounding areas. 

Uptown, the fashion department at Parsons is at 
the cornerstone of Seventh Avenue, the epicenter 
of the fashion industry. Near Times Square and 
Broadway, the fashion department is surrounded 
by iconic New York, as well as blue chip studios, 
wholesalers, and textile and trimming retailers. 
Here, students live and breathe fashion, sur-
rounded by professionals and immersed in the 
culture of the industry. 

Parsons’ ideally located uptown and downtown 
campuses make living and studying in New York 
a valuable experience for art and design students. 
Faculty use Parsons’ neighborhoods as an exten-
sion of the classroom, incorporating the city 
into the curriculum. That, in turn, influences 
Parsons students, helping them to grow as 
artists and designers. 
 
On-Campus Events 
Events at Parsons and The New School are 
always happening. At the Parsons Galleries—
the Aronson Gallery on 5th Avenue, and the  
2 West 13th Street Gallery—exhibitions are  

on-going, and are curated by leading national 
and international artists and designers, students, 
and Parsons’ faculty. University-wide events 
include music, dance, theater, poetry and fiction 
readings, film screenings, panel events, and 
lectures featuring some of the most thought pro-
voking scholars and artists in the world. Many 
events are free or discounted for students. 

Electronic billboards listing the many events go-
ing on around The New School are available to 
students both online and in the lobbies of several 
campus buildings. To view events online, visit 
www.events.newschool.edu/. 
 
Visiting artist and designer lecture series  
To enhance the educational experience of Par-
sons’ students, and to better inform them about 
the activities of professionals at work in the 
dynamic environment New York City provides, 
each department brings in visiting artists to share 
their knowledge throughout the year. Along with 
sharing their own work and research, visiting art-
ists often speak to the students individually and 
critique student projects.  

Some recent visitors have included artists John 
Currin, Robert Gober, and Krzysztof Wodiczko, 
architects Elizabeth Diller + Ric Scofidio, Peter 
Eisenman and Rafael Vinoly, photographer 
Shimon Attie, product designer Michael Graves, 
New Yorker cartoonist Roz Chast, and fashion 
designers Issey Miyake and Ellen Tracy. 
 
New York City resources at  
student-friendly rates 
Our location in Manhattan is central to the 
Parsons’ experience. The vitality of the city’s 
environment, the unmatchable wealth of cultural 
institutions, and the diverse sources of inspira-
tion, information, and participation can not be 
duplicated in most other locations. The faculty 
and students take full advantage of this cultural 

Museums and Cultural Institutions 
*Student discounts may change at any time
  
American Museum of the Moving Image 
www.ammi.org
718.784.0077
35th Avenue at 36th Street, Astoria, Queens 
$7.50 with valid New School ID 
 
American Museum of Natural History 
www.amnh.org 
212.769.5100
79th Street at Central Park West 
$10 with valid New School ID 
 
Art in General
www.artingeneral.org
212.219.0473
79 Walker Street
Admissions: Free

Asia Society 
www.asiasociety.org 
212.288.6400
725 Park Avenue at the corner 70th Street 
$5 with valid New School ID 

Bard Graduate Center
www.bgc.bard.edu
18 West 86th Street between Central Park West 
& Columbus Avenue
$2 with valid New School ID

Brooklyn Botanic Gardens
www.bbg.org
718.623.7200
900 Washington Avenue
Students with ID Free

Brooklyn Museum of Art 
www.brooklynmuseum.org 
718.638.5000
200 Eastern Parkway 
$4 with valid New School ID 

Cooper-Hewitt National Design Museum 
www.si.edu/ndm 
212.849.8400
2 East 91st Street at Fifth Avenue 
$7 with valid New School ID 
 
Ellis Island Immigration Museum & Statue 
of Liberty 
Ellis Island & Liberty Island 
www.ellisisland.org or www.nps.gov/stli 
212.269.5755 
 
El Museo del Barrio 
www.elmuseo.org 
212.831.7272
1230 Fifth Avenue at 104th Street 
$4 with valid New School ID 
 
Guggenheim Museum
www.guggenheim.org  
212.423.3500
1071 Fifth Avenue at 89th Street 
$10 with valid New School ID 
Suggested admissions on Friday, 6–8 p.m. 
 

treasure trove and the dynamic interplay of 
formal education and New York culture. The 
unique experience of living, studying, and work-
ing in New York is central to Parsons’ programs. 

Student discounts (with valid New School 
ID) are offered by many stores and cultural 
institutions around the city. Many museums, 
for example, ask patrons to pay a “suggested 
donation” which means that students can pay as 
little as a dollar or two for admission. There are 
many performance spaces, such as the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music, that offer Student Rush 
tickets (usually two hours prior to performance), 
allowing students to attend performances for a 
greatly reduced price.

�
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Hispanic Society of America
www.hispanicsociety.org
212.926.2234
Between 155th and 156th Street on Broadway
Admission: No charge for students or group

The Isamu Noguchi Museum
www.noguchi.org
718.204.7088 
9-01 33rd Road at Vernon Boulevard  
Long Island City, Queens 
Admission: $5.00 Adults, $2.50 Students and 
Senior Citizens
Tours–A reservation is needed.  They offer free 
tours everyday at 2:30 p.m.
 
International Center of Photography 
www.icp.org 
212.857.0045
1114 Avenue of the Americas (between 42nd 
and 43rd Streets) 
$7 with valid New School ID (Suggested  
admissions Friday, 5 – 8 p.m.) 
 
Jewish Museum 
www.thejewishmuseum.org 
212.423.3200
Fifth Avenue at 92nd Street 
$7.50 with valid New School ID (Suggested 
admission on Thursdays, 5–8 p.m.) 

Lower East Side Tenement Museum
www.tenement.org
212.431.0233
90 Orchard Street
Admission: Students/Seniors $6
Guided tours only
Reservations must be made 1 month in advance.  
A request can be made online.
 

Metropolitan Museum of Art 
www.metmuseum.org
212.535.7710
Fifth Avenue at 82nd Street 
 
Museum for African Art 
www.africanart.org
718.784.7700
36-01 43rd Avenue at 36th Street,  
Long Island City, Queens
$3 with valid New School ID 
 
Museum of Chinese in Americas 
212.619.4785
70 Mulberry Street at Bayard, 2nd Floor 
$1 for students with valid ID 
 
Museum of the City New York 
www.mcny.org 
212.534.1672 
1220 Fifth Avenue at 103rd Street 
$5 with valid New School ID 
 
Museum of Modern Art 
www.moma.org 
212.708.9400
11 West 53rd Street 
Free admission with valid New School ID 
 
Museum of Television & Radio 
www.mtr.org 
212.621.6600 
25 West 52nd Street 
$8.50 with valid New School ID 
 
National Academy Museum
www.nationalacademy.org
212.369.4880
1083 Fifth Avenue at 89th Street 
$5 with valid New School ID

National Museum of the American Indian 
www.nmai.si.edu 
212.514.3700
1 Bowling Green
Free admission 
 
New Museum of Contemporary Art 
www.newmuseum.org
212.219.1222
556 West 22nd Street at 11th Avenue 
$3 with valid New School ID 

New York Historical Society
www.nyhistory.org
212.873.3400
2 West 77th Street at Central Park West
Admission: Students $4.00/Adults $6.00

Socrates Sculpture Park
www.socratessculpturepark.org
718.956.1819
Broadway at Vernon Boulevard
Admission: Free
 
Studio Museum in Harlem 
www.studiomuseuminharlem.org 
212.864.4500
144 West 125th Street 
$3 with valid New School ID

Wave Hill
info@wavehill.org
718.549.3200
675 West 252 Street, Bronx
$4.00/General, $2.00/Seniors & Students
No group tours

Whitney Museum of American Art 
www.whitney.org
1-800-whitney
945 Madison Avenue at 75th Street 
$9.50 with valid New School 

ID Performances Spaces 
Alice Tully Hall* 
www.lincolncenter.org  
212.875.5050
65th Street and Broadway 

Avery Fisher Hall* 
www.newyorkphilormonic.org  
212.875.5030
65th Street and Broadway

Brooklyn Academy of Music (BAM)* 
www.bam.org
718.636.4100
30 Lafayette Avenue, Brooklyn
Student rush Tickets are available for $10
and Bam Rose Cinema. Tickets $6
(Mon–Thurs except holidays) 

Carnegie Hall*
www.carnegiehall.org 
212.247.7800
57th Street and Seventh Avenue

Kaufman Hall of 92nd Street*
www.92y.org
212.427.6000
92nd Street and Lexington Avenue
Purchase necessary for student rush tickets one
hour before

Lincoln Center for Performing Arts* 
www.lincolncenter.org 
212.875.5400 
62 66th Street (between Amsterdam and  
Columbus Avenues) 

The Metropolitan Opera Lincoln Center* 
www.metopera.org 
212.362.6000 

�
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New York State Theater New York City  
Ballet and Opera 
212.870.5500, 212.870.7766  
(Student Rush Tickets Hotline)
63rd Street and Columbus Avenue  
$10 Student Rush tickets on specific 
performances 

P.S. 122 
www.ps122.org
212.477.5288
150 First Avenue at 9th Street 
$3 less than the normal price of the ticket 

Bookstores 
Barnes & Noble Discount Bookstore 
www.bn.com 
Fifth Avenue at 18th Street 
No tax with valid New School Student ID 
 
Macondo Books Inc. 
Books in Spanish 
212.741.3108
221 West 14th Street 
No taxes with valid New School ID 

Shakespeare & Company 
www.shakeandco.com 
212.529.1330
716 Broadway at Waverly Place 
 
St. Mark’s Bookshop 
www.stmarksbookshop.com 
212.260.7853
31 Third Avenue 

Strand (buy and sell used books) 
www.strandbooks.com 
212.473.1452
828 Broadway at 12th Street
 

The Music Inc. 
212.541.6236
44 West 62nd Street at Columbus Avenue 
10% discount with valid student New School ID

Art Supply Stores 
Ace Hardware 
212.673.4292
130 Fourth Avenue between 12th 
and 13th Streets 
10% discount with valid New School ID 
 
A.I. Friedman 
212.243.9000
44 West 18th Street on 4th Floor 
20% discount with valid New School ID 
 
Blick Art Materials 
www.dickblick.com 
212.533.2444
1-5 Bond Street 

New York Central Art Supply 
www.nycentralart.com 
212.473.7705
62 Third Avenue corner 11th Street

Pearl Paint 
www.pearlpaint.com
212.431.7932
308 Canal Street 
10% discount with valid New School ID 
 
Utrecht 
www.utrechtart.com 
212.777.5353
111 Fourth Avenue near 12th Street

VISITING PARSONS 
While deciding on the right school, it is impor-
tant to develop a realistic impression of prospec-
tive schools. Visiting and touring schools and 
their surrounding areas can provide invaluable 
insight to the culture of the school and its cam-
pus life, and can provide a greater understanding 
of a school’s mission and curriculum. 

As a school with a city campus, Parsons is dif-
ferent from many traditional schools on closed 
campuses. Its location in Greenwich Village  
informs the day-to-day life of students, influ-
ences faculty, and provides endless resources. 
Touring Parsons, students and their families  
develop a greater understanding of the school 
and its facilities–its studios, computer labs, 
libraries, and student housing–while getting to 
know the neighborhood. Meeting with admis-
sions counselors, all of whom hold art and de-
sign degrees themselves, provides applicants the 
opportunity to ask important questions about 
college life at Parsons. 

There are several events that prospective students 
and their families can attend to learn more about 
Parsons. 

For complete information visit www.parsons.
newschool.edu/visit

Transportation around the city 
Getting around Manhattan via public transpor-
ta-tion is cheap and easy. Although the subway 
and bus systems may seem daunting at first, 
students navigate the city with confidence within 
the first months of arriving at Parsons. Both up-
town and downtown locations are at the center 
of major public transportation hubs. Subway sta-
tions and bus stops are within one to two blocks 
of campus buildings, enabling students to easily 
travel nearly anywhere in Manhattan, Brooklyn, 
Queens, and the Bronx. 

Subways and buses operate on the MetroCard 
system, a declining balance card which riders 
swipe at turnstiles. Currently, the fare is $2 per 
ride. For detailed fare and schedule information 
about public transportation around the city, visit 
the Metropolitan Transportation Authority’s of-
ficial website: www.mta.nyc.ny.us  

Places to stay 
Gershwin Hotel
www.gershwinhotel.com
212.545.8000
7 East 27th Street (Between Madison Avenue 
and Fifth Avenue)

Howard Johnson 
www.hojo.com 
212.581.4100
851 Eighth Avenue at West 51st Street 

Larchmont Hotel
www.larchmonthotel.com   
212.989.9333  
27 West 11th Street (between Fifth & Sixth 
Avenues) 

Washington Square Hotel 
www.wshotel.com  
800.222.0418 or 212.777.9515
103 Waverly Place, corner of MacDougal Street 

W Union Square 
www.starwood.com/whotels 
212.253.9119
201 Park Avenue South 

Parking 
Street parking is available, but limited. There are 
a number of parking garages in the two-block 
area surrounding Parsons. For a guide to parking 
in New York City, visit: www.nyc.com/ 
visitor_guide/parking.aspx  
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Local dining 
Following are a few of our favorite eateries in our 
neighborhood. All are Parsons-tested and reason-
ably priced. 

The Adore (charming tea and lunch spot) 
212.243.8742 
17 East 13th Street 

Bar 6 (French bistro) 
212.691.1363
502 Sixth Avenue 

Borgo Antico (Italian restaurant) 
212.807.1313
22 East 13th Street

Spice (Parsons alumni-designed Thai restaurant) 
212.982.3758
60 University Place 

Murray’s Bagels (authentic NYC bagels) 
212.462.2830
500 Sixth Avenue
 
Otto Enoteca and Pizzeria 
212.995.9559
1 Fifth Avenue 

For more information 
Visit these websites featuring helpful links and 
information to assist you as you plan your trip to 
Parsons: 

NY.com is a cyber-reference site, with over 1,000 
pages of up-to-date content and helpful online 
reservation systems. www.ny.com  

Citysearch.com is a local search service, provid-
ing up-to-date information on restaurants, retail, 
travel, and professional services. www.newyork.
citysearch.com 

NYC.gov, New York’s official site, provides 
detailed information on City agency services, as 
well as information about elected officials and 
City publications. www.nyc.gov 

NY-ARTS.org has detailed cultural information. 
www.nyc-arts.org 

National Portfolio days (off-campus)  
Portfolio days take place nationally and inter-
nationally. They are forums where students are 
invited to have their portfolios reviewed by a 
representative from the schools which inter-
est them. Parsons, along with other major art 
schools, participate in these events. A schedule 
can be found at www.npda.org. 

ACADEMIC PROGRAMS 
There is no better resource than Parsons for 
design talent and industry success. With 30 
full-time faculty members and more than 675 
adjunct faculty members, Parsons’ students have 
the unique advantage of being taught by New 
York’s successful, working artists and designers. 
Faculty members and visiting critics—like instal-
lation artist Brian Tolle, architect David Lewis, 
communication designer Charles Nix, and 
interior designer Shashi Caan—are principals 
in their own design firms, hold key positions in 
the art and design community, and frequently 
have their work published. Parsons’ strong ties 
to industry bring numerous guest lecturers and 
critics into forums and classrooms. Visiting crit-
ics include: Richard Meier, Donna Karan, Mayer 
Rus, Arthur Corwin, and Paula Scher. 

Parsons offers ten undergraduate majors. Three 
of the majors, Design and Management, Design 
and Technology, and Photography, include a 
direct entry option for freshmen. Most students 
spend their freshman year in Foundation, a  
specialized course of study designed to give 
students a broad range of basic skills that guides 
them naturally to the major that is right for 
them individually. 

Architectural Design The BFA of Architectural 
Design provides an interdisciplinary education 
in design of the built environment, developing 
students’ ability to work at a variety of scales 
and creative situations. In a studio environment, 
students study the design of landscapes, cities, 
buildings, interiors, and the objects inside them. 

What do you do when you graduate? 
Architectural Design graduates are prepared for 
careers in many possible fields including archi-
tecture, interior design, urban studies, landscape 
architecture, exhibition or set design, and 3-D 
information design. Students graduating from 

the BFA in Architectural Design program can 
apply for admission to the Parsons’ Masters of 
Architecture program and complete this profes-
sional degree in two years. 
www.parsons.newschool.edu/architectural_ 
design

Communication Design Students in Commu-
nication Design learn to create visual commu-
nication, to understand and utilize information 
and technology, and to act as socially responsible 
citizens. Students learn the value of teamwork, 
collaboration, and communication and presenta-
tion skills as they acquire an understanding of 
typography, design concepts, design technol-
ogy, and visual vocabulary. Students develop 
their abilities to communicate and to empower 
through the visual form. 

What do you do when you graduate? 
Communication Design graduates have many 
career options, including advertising and pro-
motion, internet and website design, package 
design, editorial design (magazines, books, and 
other publishing disciplines), collateral design 
(brochures, direct mail, invitations, etc.), 
corporate design (logos and identity programs, 
and sometimes display and signage), and infor-
mation design (the organization and communi-
cation of data through graphics and navigational 
systems). Graduates in Communication Design 
not only earn a comfortable living in their 
chosen profession, but in many cases can earn 
as much as doctors, lawyers or engineers. More 
importantly, Communication Design graduates 
find their jobs fulfilling and rewarding. 
www.parsons.newschool.edu/
communication_design

Design and Management Students in the 
Department of Design and Management earn 
a Bachelor of Business Administration (BBA) 
Degree. This program prepares students for the 
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business-side of design with a firm foundation in 
the liberal arts (including art history and design 
history), a hands-on overview of the design dis-
ciplines, and core skills in the basics of general 
business management. 
  
What do you do when you graduate? 
Graduates of the Design and Management BBA 
are trained in the business principals of design, 
product development, marketing, and general 
management. They receive a broad foundation 
that enables them to manage design projects, 
concepts, and strategies. Upon graduation, De-
sign and Management students begin entry-level 
positions in marketing, public relations, brand 
strategy, advertising, retail buying, account 
management, and project management in a wide 
range of design-related industries. Many of our 
students also begin their own small businesses. 
www.parsons.newschool.edu/d&m 

Design and Technology The Design and Tech-
nology Department intertwines traditional art 
and design education with computer technology. 
The curriculum emphasizes exploration, innova-
tion, collaboration, and real-world, hands-on 
projects. Students are exposed to the full range 
of applied digital technology, including the Web, 
time-based media (audio, video, and animation), 
interactive programming, and physical computing 
(robotics, embedded control, and installations).  
  
What do you do when you graduate? 
Many careers are available in design and 
technology fields, and new ones are continually 
emerging. Graduates pursue careers in such 
disciplines as television, film, internet, and 
wireless communications. They work with 
designers and engineers to create innovative, 
technologically-advanced products in graphic 
design, advertising, animation, game design, 
as well as in the fine arts. 
www.parsons.newschool.edu/bfadt

Fashion Design The Department of Fashion 
Design immerses students in the fashion 
industry while cultivating and nurturing 
personal vision and point of view. Research, 
critical thinking, design illustration, and fabrica-
tion are the key elements informing the core of 
the Department. Students experience a broad 
range of real-world design problems including 
menswear, childrenswear, sportswear, activewear, 
accessories, and costume design through the 
course of their studies. 
 
What do you do when you graduate? 
There is a broad range of career options for 
fashion graduates. Many fashion designers work 
for apparel manufacturers, creating designs of 
men’s, women’s, and children’s fashions. It is also 
possible to become an entrepreneur and found 
a label, and/or open a boutique. Graduates can 
work as costume designers for film, theater, or 
television, or work for magazines, public rela-
tions firms, and salons. Employment opportuni-
ties also exist with textile, apparel, and pattern 
manufacturers, distributors of clothing, furnish-
ings, and accessories.
www.parsons.newschool.edu/fashion

Fine Arts The Fine Arts Department directs 
students’ energies and talents so that they 
may bring to their work a broad knowledge, 
wide-ranging experience, and well-developed 
visual acuity. Drawing, color, form, space, 
composition, and material become the arena for 
exploration, while mastering the language 
of contemporary art. 
 
What do you do when you graduate? 
Fine Arts graduates are prepared to begin their 
careers as professional painters, sculptors, and 
printmakers. Already indoctrinated to the New 
York art scene, graduates pursue exhibitions 
at galleries and museums. Many graduates use 
their expertise to gain employment within major 

art institutions and go on to curate and write 
articles, as well as make artwork. For those who 
wish to teach, they may continue their education 
by entering an MFA program that will qualify 
them to teach art at all levels, from primary 
school through college, or an art education cer-
tification program, specifically oriented toward 
primary and high school art education. 
www.parsons.newschool.edu/fine_arts

Illustration The Department of Illustration 
educates students as artists who will enter the 
workforce prepared to be influential picto-
rial communicators and problem solvers. The 
components of this education are proficiency 
in drawing and media based skills; creativity in 
concepts and problem-solving; literacy in art 
and design history and current social and cul-
tural concerns; and fluency in technological 
tools and software. 

What do you do when you graduate? 
Illustration graduates enjoy fun broad-based 
careers in design and illustration. Illustrators 
create drawings and cartoons for newspapers and 
magazines, draw comic strips and graphic novels, 
illustrate children’s books, design book covers, 
and create natural science and medical illustra-
tions. They are adept at animation, and can 
create animation for television shows and movies, 
as well as the internet. Illustration is a changing 
field that also includes digital design, typography, 
and digital photography. This includes every-
thing from web design to film as storyboard 
artists and directors. Career opportunities are 
always presenting themselves in new ways for 
professional illustrators. 
www.parsons.newschool.edu/ill

Integrated Design Curriculum The 
Integrated Design Curriculum (IDC) is an 
interdisciplinary program that combines study 

of design, technology, and the liberal arts to 
develop broadly competent designers. The IDC 
curriculum explores projects that revolve around 
three core areas of study: Design Studio, the 
Liberal Arts, and the IDC Core Colloquia. All 
are designed to build strong observation and 
communication skills that are applied to real-
world problems. 

What do you do when you graduate? 
IDC graduates are uniquely prepared to 
participate in a large variety fields.  Because its 
graduates will have been trained in many differ-
ent design fields, with an emphasis on collabora-
tion, they will be able to choose their career less 
on the basis of design discipline, and more on 
the basis of sociological or philosophical interest. 
IDC grads will be able to work with other pro-
fessionals like sociologists and urban planners 
to help solve large scale urban design prob-
lems. They can also work with architects and 
interior designers to design aspects of personal 
living spaces. The IDC is based around building 
analytical and critical skills and combining them 
with broad and deep design knowledge. This 
adds up to a skill base that is desirable in a large 
number of professions. 
www.parsons.newschool.edu/idc 

Interior Design Interior Design students learn 
the history and theories underlying contempo-
rary interiors and focus on creating spaces and 
environments that respond to specific human 
needs. By exploring a diversity of projects, 
students gain a deep understanding of design 
ideas, materials, and technologies, and find their 
expression in color, texture, light, and form. 
Students learn to visualize and execute their 
three-dimensional design concepts with a 
comprehensive knowledge and understanding 
of materiality, color, and the decorative arts.
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What do you do when you graduate?
Interior Design graduates can join design firms 
that work in residential, contract-commercial, 
hospitality design, set design, landscaping, or 
retail design; they can focus on design manage-
ment, design journalism and education, and 
other challenging options. The degree in Interior 
Design, combined with a professional appren-
ticeship, also qualifies students for the NCIDQ 
professional licensing examination. Many gradu-
ates go on to pursue masters degrees in Architec-
ture or Lighting Design.
www.parsons.newschool.edu/id

Photography The Department of Photography 
educates photographers about the evolving 
creative position of the “photographer” today, 
integrating new technologies and media with 
traditional principals of study. Students experi-
ence unique multidisciplinary classes that blend 
new and evolving digital technologies with tra-
ditional design and photography fundamentals, 
while augmenting their photographic studies 
with a strong liberal arts core. 
 
What do you do when you graduate? 
Photography graduates are prepared to enter the 
world as professional photographers. This can 
mean working for magazines and newspapers, 
for advertising firms, or as freelancers. Many 
photographers work in both the commercial and 
the fine art realms, exhibiting work in galleries 
and museums while working for publications or 
as freelance commercial photographers. 
www.parsons.newschool.edu/photography

Product Design In the Product Design  
Department, students learn to conceive thought-
ful and innovative consumer products that 
address domestic environments, meet specialized 
needs, and enhance daily life. Using traditional 
and developing technologies and materials, 

students seek new applications for conventional 
practices and environmentally sustainable ap-
proaches to natural materials. 

What do you do when you graduate? 
The boundaries and definitions of the traditional 
role of the product designer are blurring and 
have created new opportunities in the profession. 
Professional product designers are concerned 
with designing and shaping products from 
household goods and furniture to specialized 
equipment for domestic and industrial uses. 
Other career paths include museum and exhibi-
tion design, events design, theatre, TV and film 
set design, and retail display. Product designers 
can get permanent positions with manufactur-
ers, or can join or start a design firm, designing 
products, packaging, or furniture on a project-
by-project basis. 
www.parsons.newschool.edu/product_design

Academic Rigor and Responsibility 
The degree programs at Parsons are academically 
challenging, time demanding, and ultimately, 
professionally rewarding for emerging designers. 
Parsons’ rigorous curriculum develops strong 
analytical, writing, and technical abilities, while 
cultivating excellent time-management skills. 

On average, students register for 16 to 18 credits, 
or six classes, per semester. Most students are in 
class for 20 to 30 hours per week and will spend 
an equivalent amount of time in preparation. 
Studio critique sessions and Critical Studies 
seminars depend upon thoughtful student input 
and discussion. All courses require active atten-
dance and regular participation.

Critical Studies Offered by the  
Department of Art & Design Studies The 
study of art and design history, as well as broadly-
conceived art & design studies coursework, is 
fully integrated with the professional studio cur-

ricula. This provides the cultural, historical, and 
literary background that the best designers bring 
to problem-solving and developing creative ideas. 
Art & Design Studies courses, covering every-
thing from aesthetics, literature, and contempo-
rary society to the emerging culture of cyber-
space, both complement and reinforce student’s 
art and design work. In these courses, students 
deepen and broaden their cultural knowledge 
and refine their analytical and communication 
skills. Tutoring is available to students who may 
have difficulties or need additional support. 
www.parsons.newschool.edu/critical_studies

Degree Requirements
Bachelor of Fine Arts (BFA) The Bachelor 
of Fine Arts degree is a 134 credit professional 
degree which includes intensive, focused study 
of art and design and academic coursework. 
Two-thirds of the credits required for the degree 
are in art and design, supplemented by art and 
design history and Critical Studies course work. 
This differs significantly from a traditional liberal 
arts degree (BA) in which art and design content 
is limited to twenty-five percent.

Bachelor of Business Administration (BBA) 
The Bachelor of Business Administration degree 
in Design and Management is a 134 credit 

professional degree that provides students a 
foundational, general education in Critical Stud-
ies (including art history and design history), a 
hands-on overview of the design disciplines, and 
particularized study in the various knowledge- 
areas of general management. Approximately 
half of the credits required for the degree are 
satisfied through general education and Criti-
cal Studies courses. The other half of credits 
required for the degree are split between courses 
in art and design (including hands-on, studio 
experience) and courses in general management.

Bachelor of Arts/Bachelor of Fine Arts (BA/
BFA) Parsons, in conjunction with Eugene Lang 
College The New School for Liberal Arts, offers 
a five-year BA/BFA dual degree, in which an 
extensive liberal arts program is combined with 
a studio major. Two separate degrees are earned. 
Students may enter this program as freshmen, or 
may apply for admission after completing the 
Foundation year. 

Study Abroad Options 
In 1920, Parsons was the first art and design 
school in America to found a campus abroad. 
Today, the school offers its students the possibil-
ity to expand their horizons by studying abroad 
at various art and design schools around the 

Sample Freshman Schedule

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

2D Design 1
(2 cr.)

3D Design 1
(3 cr.)

Drawing 
Fundamentals 1 (2 cr.)

3D Design 1
	

Critical Reading 
and Writing 1 (3 cr.)

Perspectives in World Art 
& Design 1 (3 cr.)

First Year Free Period–
No Classes Reserved for 
Programming, Workshops, 
and Special Events

Digital Design 1
(2 cr.)

Laboratory 1
(3 cr.)

9:00–11:40 a.m. 12:00–2:40 p.m. 3:00–5:40 p.m.
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world. Parsons also has four affiliate schools that 
operate independently, but embrace Parsons’ 
philosophy and teaching methodology. These 
international affiliates include: 

• Parsons Paris-www.parsons-paris.pair.com 
• La Escuela de Diseño at Altos de Chavon,  
Dominican Republic-www.altosdechavon.com 

• Kanazawa International Design Institute, 
Kanazawa, Japan-www.kidi.ac.jp 

• Samsung Art and Design Institute, Seoul, South 
Korea-www.sadi.net 

OFFICES OF ADVISING AND 
CAREER SERVICES 
The Offices of Advising and Career Services 
provide a variety of services and programs to 
support students in their academic, professional, 
and personal progress. In addition to student 
advising, the offices provide many educational 
opportunities beyond the studio and classroom, 
including group programs and special events 
related to each major. Our staff facilitates inter-
action among students, faculty, and the larger 
university campus, and encourages students 
to take advantage of the university’s extensive 
academic and student support resources. 

Office of Advising 
212.229.5855 2 West 13th Street, 5th Floor, 
Room 506
www.parsons.newschool.edu/advising
The Office of Advising provides general aca-
demic support services and advising to degree 
students. Advisors are available to answer 
questions about academic policies, programs, 
and degree requirements; about registration 
procedures; about Art & Design Studies require-
ments, course offerings, and writing support; 
and about university offices and resources. They 
assist students who need help communicating, 
managing stress, solving problems, organizing 
time or developing more productive study habits 

and skills, and refer students to health profes-
sionals when necessary. 

Our advisors have extensive knowledge of the 
various departments within Parsons and the 
larger university, act as liaisons between students 
and school personnel, and collaborate with the 
major department chairs, advisors, and faculty to 
help students succeed. 

Students may arrange appointments with an 
advisor by calling 212.229.5855 or by coming 
to the Office of Advising, located at 2 West 13th 
Street, Room 506 during office hours. 

Academic Support Students who use a writ-
ing coach, counselor, tutor, or teacher tend to 
develop and learn far more effectively. The Uni-
versity Writing Center offers free, hands-on help 
to students throughout the semester in the form 
of one-on-one coaching sessions and recurring 
weekly appointments. Students may also work 
with a writing coach via email for feedback on 
writing assignments and links to online resources 
to help develop writing skills; response usually 
occurs within one business day. These services 
are offered with students’ success in mind. For 
more information, visit the University Writing 
Center online at www.newschool.edu/
writingcenter 

Additionally, some departments may offer sup-
port workshops for students enrolled in required 
studio coursework. Students in need of assis-
tance should contact their department advisor 
to see what resources are available. Students bear 
the cost of this studio tutoring. 

Choosing a Major Around April first of the 
foundation year, students choose a major 
discipline that begins their sophomore year. 
Throughout the foundation year they participate 
in a series of programs and activities designed 
to assist them in making an informed decision 

about their major. Some of the most impor-
tant criteria for this decision are self-awareness, 
analysis of one’s ability, style, and interests, and 
an understanding of the career options available 
in each discipline. The process that students go 
through is a challenging one and parental sup-
port is important during this process. 

Due to the specialized nature of the curriculum 
of each department, changing majors during 
or after the sophomore year can add time and 
expense to the pursuit of a degree.  Therefore, 
the Office of Advising in collaboration with 
Core Studies and the academic departments 
provide comprehensive Major Choice program-
ming and advising to students so that they are 
well informed and supported in deciding upon 
their major. 

Academic Policies Parsons students are held to 
rigorous academic standards including required 
attendance.  Additionally, we emphasize aca-
demic integrity, providing students with regular 
opportunities to improve their research and 
presentation skills. Complete academic policy 
information can be accessed at www.students.
parsons.edu in the Student Handbook section.

Office of Career Services 
212.229.8940 2 West 13th Street, 5th Floor, 
Room 511 
www.parsons.newschool.edu/career_services
The Office of Career Services helps students 
translate a Parsons education into the profession-
al work world. Many programs and services are 
offered to degree students beginning in the first 
year, and are extended through graduation and 
beyond. Our alumni are leaders in design and 
have become some of the most accomplished 
artists, designers, architects, educators, photogra-
phers, and illustrators in the world. 

Our staff is made up of advisors who each have 
degrees in design and thereby have the profes-
sional background to guide students in their 
career endeavors. Students learn how to apply 
their creative talents and presentation skills to 
their career goals. The office provides an acces-
sible environment where students can explore 
career-related questions while developing their 
life plans. The office of Career Services sponsors 
a range of resources to help students launch their 
career paths. The online job board, workshops, 
career advising, internships, career days, and 
lectures are some of the services the office pro-
vides. Parsons Career Services supports students’ 
professional goals throughout their education 
and beyond. 

For students: Career Services offers advising on 
selecting a major, finding an internship, and 
developing a professional portfolio. Students can 
access jobs, internship listings, and can post their 
resumes and portfolios for potential employers 
via the online job board. Our advisors are here 
to help students make contacts in the design 
industry and find internships that will further 
develop their professional experience. 

From college to career: Our advisors in Career 
Services are here to support students in mak-
ing the transition from school to work as they 
prepare to search for their first job or begin 
their freelance careers. Career Services hosts 
on-campus recruiting events and coordinates 
information sessions on job opportunities with 
prestigious companies. We help students polish 
their interview and portfolio presentation skills. 

After graduation: Career Services offers 
continued support with alumni networking, 
finding work, or transitioning into a new job 
or industry. Our advisors have established 
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relationships with industry professionals and 
recruiters, which enables us to refer alumni to 
appropriate positions and companies. In addi-
tion, Parsons’ graduates have permanent access 
to the online job board.  
 
For more detailed information about the pro-
grams offered by the office, visit Career Services 
at www.parsons.newschool.edu/career-services.
 
Internship opportunities Internships are an 
important way of gaining experience for future 
employment possibilities. Though occasionally 
non-paying and sometimes non-credit, taking 
advantage of these opportunities is invaluable 
for students. 

Many undergraduate departments include a 
professional internship as part of their degree 
requirements. Some departments grant credit 
for internships that students obtain indepen-
dently or through the Office of Career Services. 
Several departments assist students in securing 
non-credit internships so that students may 
gain work experience and make professional 
contacts. The Office of Career Services sponsors 
two Internship Fairs every year, one in the fall 
and one in the spring. Current and past intern-
ships include positions within companies such 
as: Aero Studios, Burberry, Dolce & Gabbana, 
Donna Karan, Elle Magazine, Fossil, Harper’s 
Bazaar, HBO, Kenneth Cole, Martha Stewart 
Living, Marvel Comics, Michael Kors, MTV, 
the Museum of Modern Art, Rolling Stone 
Magazine, Polo Ralph Lauren, The New York 
Times, and Vera Wang.

Online Job Board The Online Job Board lists 
hundreds of job opportunities on a password-
protected career services website so that students 
and alumni can connect electronically with 
prospective employers. The Online Job Board is 
available to currently registered degree candi-

dates as well as to Parsons’ graduates. Students 
are encouraged to contact the Office of Career 
Services for more information. 

Career Workshops Career Workshops are 
scheduled each semester at the request of the 
major departments. They are tailored to the 
specific professional interests and needs related 
to the major. Workshops include Resume 
Writing, Interviewing Techniques, and How to 
Conduct a Job Search.  

Career days Career Days are held in the spring 
semester and often coincide with each depart-
ment’s senior show. Industry employers and 
company representatives meet individually with 
graduating seniors. The students have an out-
standing opportunity to present their resumes 
and portfolios to industry professionals, to ask 
questions about working in their chosen fields, 
and to network with prospective employers. 

Professional panels The Career Services 
department hosts a series of panel discussions 
featuring professional artists and designers. This 
is a forum for students to learn about emerging 
trends, new technologies, and to gain profes-
sional insight through lively events. 

Networking opportunities Faculty, admin-
istration, board members, visiting artists and 
designers, panelists, and notable alumni are 
all committed to the success of every Parsons’ 
student. Parsons students are surrounded by 
dynamic design professionals every day, and 
are encouraged to meet and engage with design 
professionals at events on campus, as well as at 
external industry events. 

Students also have access to Alumni Connec-
tions, an online resource where they can search 
alumni profiles and connect with Parsons’ 
graduates, and form invaluable professional 
connections. 

Seminars for students and alumni Lectures 
and panel discussions are offered throughout 
the year to address the career concerns of artists, 
designers, and business entrepreneurs.  Career 
Services works with Alumni Relations to host 
events for both current students and alumni.  
Prior seminar topics include: getting started in 
children’s book illustration, how to start your 
own business, and how to brand your work.

STUDENT FINANCIAL SERVICES
The Office of Student Financial Services at The 
New School provides a comprehensive program 
of financial services for degree-seeking students 
including significant institutional scholarship 
support to eligible students on the basis of merit 
and need.  Eligible students may apply for as-
sistance under the following federal, state, and 
institutional aid programs:

Scholarship and Grant Programs
Federal Pell Grant
Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity 	
	 Grant (SEOG)
New York State Tuition Assistance Program 	
	 (TAP)
New York State Aid for Part-time Study  
    Program (APTS)
New York State Higher Educational 
	 Opportunity Program (HEOP)
New York State Regents Opportunity  
    Scholarship Program
New School Scholarships 

Loan Programs
Federal Stafford Loan Program
Federal Parent Loan for Undergraduate Students 
    (PLUS) Program
Federal Perkins Loan Program
Private credit-based educational loans

Work Programs
Federal Work-Study Program
On-Campus Student Employment 

Other Programs
Federal aid to Native Americans
Veterans Benefits
Social Security payments to children of deceased/ 
    disabled parents

How To Apply
In general, to be eligible to apply for assistance 
under the programs listed above students must 
be matriculated in a degree program and be 
enrolled at least half-time. In addition, to be 
eligible for federal assistance, students must 
not be in default or owe a refund on any of the 
federal aid programs. Students interested in 
applying for the government and institutional 
financial assistance programs listed above must 
complete a Free Application for Federal Student 
Aid (FAFSA) using The New School’s code of 
002780 annually.  Students are encouraged to 
file this form electronically at www.fafsa.ed.gov. 
Completion and submission of the FAFSA will 
enable Student Financial Services to receive 
a need analysis report, or Student Aid Report 
(SAR), electronically. International students may 
be eligible to receive institutional scholarships 
and may apply by completing the International 
Student Scholarship Application annually.   

Estimated Cost of Attendance and  
Determining Eligibility
The information on student resources contained 
in the Student Aid Report (SAR) allows Student 
Financial Services to determine a student’s eligi-
bility for institutional scholarship awards as well 
as eligibility for federal aid programs. The ex-
pected student contribution and aid from other 
sources are subtracted from the student expense 
budget to determine the individual student’s 
financial need.  Thus, a simple expression of the 
financial aid equation is represented by the  
following formulation:  
Student Expense Budget – Available Resources 
= Need.
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Your student expense budget, or Cost of At-
tendance, is the foundation on which eligibility 
for student financial assistance is determined.  
Federal laws regulating the disbursement of 
funds to students receiving Title IV aid (includ-
ing subsidized and unsubsidized Federal Pell 
Grants, Federal Supplemental Opportunity 
Grants, Federal Stafford Loan, Federal Perkins 
Loan, and Federal Work-Study awards) dictate 
the expense items that can be included when 
calculating COA budgets.  Allowable expenses 
for the period of enrollment are tuition and fees, 
books and supplies, room and board, other 
personal expenses, transportation costs, and 
federal loan fees.  

Details on all tuition, fees, and other education-
ally related expenses can be obtained by contact-
ing Student Financial Services, or online at 
www.newschool.edu/admin/finaid/faid/
frameset_costs.html.

Typical School Year Expenses 2005–2006 
Academic Year 
Full-time On-campus Resident

Tuition (undergraduate)	 *$28,840
University Services Fee	 200
Divisional Fee	 80
Health Services Fee	  340
Health Insurance Fee**	 1358
Room and Board*** 	 11750
Books and Supplies	 2050
Personal Expenses 	 1550
Transportation 	 630
Other	 180
Total 				    $46,978 

*Full-time annual undergraduate tuition. Part-time (below 
12 credits per semester) undergraduate tuition is charged 
by the credit, at $974 per credit in 2005-2006.

**Estimated cost; subject to change. Students demonstrat-
ing they already have health insurance may waive this fee.

***Estimated cost.

All applicants for admission may, and should, 
apply for financial aid consideration if they feel 
they have a need for it. 

Additional Information Forms, instructions, 
and program details are available from 
The New School Student Financial Services 
Office, 65 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 10003, 
212.229.8930, financialaid@newschool.edu, or 
can be found in the Financing Solutions Guide 
online at www.newschool.edu/admin/finaid/
faid/index.html. Students are entitled to request 
information on all programs and application 
procedures in a paper format, and can do so by 
contacting the Student Financial Services Office.

Billing and Payment Information An invoice 
for fall semester’s tuition and fees, including 
approved financial aid awards, is mailed to 
students during July. Payment is due in August. 
For the spring semester, invoices are mailed 
during December and payment is due the first 
week in January. Invoices will be mailed only to 
registered students. Fall students will be charged 
a $150 late fee if they register after the specified 
payment arrangements deadline in early August. 
Payment for tuition, fees, and housing may be 
made by bank debit card and cash (in person 
only), or by personal check (made payable to 
The New School), Visa, MasterCard, American 
Express, or wire transfer. There is also a monthly 
payment plan. For more information, please visit 
www.newschool.edu. 

Academic Standing and Financial Aid 
Satisfactory academic progress is a crucial fac-
tor in maintaining eligibility for state, federal, 
and institutional Financial Aid.  In addition 
to the standards described above, certain aid 
programs (such as New York State’s TAP) may 
have additional or different academic progress 
requirements. Failure to meet these requirements 

may jeopardize a student’s continued financial 
assistance. Students should contact the Financial 
Aid Office if they have questions about general 
requirements or personal status. A student who 
loses financial aid eligibility because of failure to 
satisfy academic progress requirements may have 
his or her financial aid reinstated if satisfactory 
academic standing is regained or if he or she is 
readmitted to the academic program.

STUDENT SERVICES
Housing and Residence Life University  
Housing offers housing accommodations to  
undergraduate and graduate students, and pro-
vides students with the opportunity to live and 
study in an international community of their 
peers in an invigorating city. Student housing 
offers a secure, supervised, and supportive envi-
ronment that can ease the transition from home 
to college, from culture to culture, and from 
rural/suburban to urban. Freshmen are strongly 
encouraged to reside in student housing. 

A strong and very active residence life staff in the 
primarily freshmen residences—Loeb Hall and 
the13th Street Residence—gives students excep-
tional programming and close personal attention. 
Loeb Hall is ideal for first-time college students 
looking for a strong community and active pro-
grams and events, and features apartment-style 
living in a communal environment. Each of the 
residence halls has its own character. Once the 
home of famous Beat poets in the 1960’s, Marl-
ton House is now home to a warm and strong 
community that nurtures its residents year after 
year. The Union Square Residence, a popular 
choice, is located amidst the hustle and bustle of 
Union Square Park. The 20th Street Residence 
Hall, located in the historic Chelsea district, is 
home primarily to upper level students. While 
returning students mingle with freshmen at the 
Village residences, many of them join graduate 

students at the William Street Residence where 
they enjoy the sights and sounds of the South 
Street Seaport and the historic Wall Street area. 
For more information about housing go to www.
newschool.edu and click on Student Services.
  
Safety and Security The New School Security 
Department ensures that the rights of every 
member of the campus community are respected 
and that there exists a safe and secure atmo-
sphere in all campus buildings. The university 
recently made building access procedures more 
rigorous by: 

• requesting that all students and visitors present 
valid identification for access into key buildings; 

• installing electronic security surveillance equip-
ment in all university facilities; 

• and closing non-essential building entrances. 

For more information about campus security go 
to www.newschool.edu/security.  

Student Health and Counseling Services
Student Health Services promotes the health and 
well-being of students by providing counseling 
and medical services, health education, and the 
Student Health Insurance Plan.  Medical services 
are available to students who are ill or injured, or 
who have questions about their health. A staff 
of physicians, nurse practitioners, physician as-
sistants, nurses, and office assistants are available 
to serve students’ medical needs. The Counseling 
Services staff including licensed psychologists, 
clinical social workers, psychological counselors, 
and a psychiatrist provide students with a sup-
portive environment to discuss any concerns or 
problems. Counseling Services will work with 
each student to decide on a plan of treatment 
that will address concerns in a reasonable and 
helpful manner. The Health Education Program 
offers a variety of health-related workshops, 
training, and outreach programs throughout the 
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university. The Student Health Insurance Plan 
offers students affordable health insurance. For 
more information about Student Health and 
Counseling Services please visit www.newschool.
edu, click on Student Services.

Student Health Insurance All degree, diploma, 
DIAL/online only, visiting, mobility, Eugene 
Lang College and Parsons School of Design con-
sortium, graduate certificate program, and both 
graduate and undergraduate degree program 
non-matriculating students are automatically 
charged a Health Insurance Fee and Health 
Services Fee. Any undergraduate student may 
waive participation in the Student Health Insur-
ance Plan by demonstrating that they already 
have comparable health insurance. Undergradu-
ate students who are registered for fewer than 
six credits and graduate students may waive 
participation by the stated waiver deadlines. For 
complete information about the Student Health 
Insurance Plan please visit www.newschool.edu, 
click on Student Services.

Student Disability Services Student Disability 
Services shares the University’s philosophy 
of encouraging all students to reach their 
highest level of achievement and recognizing 
and embracing individual differences. Student 
Disability Services assists students with dis-
abilities in obtaining equal access to academic 
and programmatic services, and in providing 
accommodations designed to assist students with 
disabilities as required by the American Disabili-
ties Act of 1990 (ADA) and Section 504 of the 
Federal Rehabilitation Act of 1973. 

Students who have disabilities are encouraged 
to self-identify. While there is no deadline by 
which to identify oneself as having a disability, 
early disclosure helps ensure that reasonable ac-
commodations can be made prior to the start of 

the student’s courses.  Once a student has self- 
identified, a meeting will be arranged to review 
appropriate medical documentation from a 
qualified clinician and discuss the student’s 
needs and concerns. For more information about 
Student Disability Services please visit www.
newschool.edu, click on Student Services.

International Student Services This school is 
authorized under federal law to enroll nonimmi-
grant alien students.

International Student Services’ mission is to help 
internationals reach their fullest potential and 
have positive experiences while at the university. 
In cooperation with other departments, faculty, 
staff, and student themselves, International 
Student Services aims to promote diversity and 
foster respect for cultures from all over the world. 
International Student Services helps international 
students learn to help themselves by developing 
workshops, handouts, and other programs, and 
by offering advice and support. All internation-
als are required to attend orientation and check 
in with International Student Services in order 
that the office may check documents to see that 
students have been properly admitted into the 
United States and to review rights, responsi-
bilities, and regulations. International Student 
Services offers each international student one-
on-one advising sessions. For more information 
about International Student Services, please visit 
www.newschool.edu, click on Student Services.

Food Services There are dining facilities on 
campus that offer weekday service. Students can 
use the dining facilities on a cash basis or may 
participate in the Food Services Plan. For more 
information, visit www.newschool.edu, click on 
Student Services. 

ABOUT PARSONS AND 
THE NEW SCHOOL
Parsons is one of America’s oldest, largest, and 
finest schools of art and design. A professional 
institution of higher education, it offers associate 
degrees, bachelor’s degrees in eleven majors, and 
six graduate programs, and serves as a focal point 
for some of the most exciting work being done 
in visual arts and design in this country.

Parsons is a division of the The New School, an 
institution known for its progressive outlook 
and deep commitment to the arts. Students 
at Parsons have access to the resources of the 
university, which are an advantage over most 
independent colleges of art and design. 
 
Parsons Administration
Paul Goldberger, Dean
Lesley A. Cadman, Vice Dean
Nadine Bourgeois, Senior Associate Dean
Tim Marshall, Senior Associate Dean for  
	 Academic Affairs
Kelly Grossi, Assistant Dean
Susan Ebersole, Director of Development
Juli Parker, Director of Advising
Angie Wojak, Director, Career Services
Heather T. Ward, Director of Admissions
James Stillwell, Associate Director of Admissions
Florine Demosthene, Assistant Director  
	 of Admissions 
David Walker, Assistant Director of Admissions  		
	 Operations
Matthew Gallagher, Admissions Counselor
Min Kang, Admissions Counselor

The New School 
The New School, founded in 1919, pioneered 
the idea of a lifelong university-level education 
for adult students. It is celebrated for its com-
mitment to the arts, design disciplines, social 
science, humanities, and public policy initia-
tives. Parsons joined the university in 1970 and 
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has grown into one of the largest arts education 
resources in the nation. Currently, the university 
has about 1,700 faculty, 8,500 degree students, 
and 15,000 continuing education students. 

Officers of The New School 
Bob Kerrey, President
Arjun Appadurai, Provost and Senior Vice  
   President for Academic Affairs
James Murtha, Executive Vice President	
Linda A. Reimer, Senior Vice President for 
   Student Services
Frank Barletta, Vice President and Treasurer		
Sherry F. Brabham, Vice President and Chief  
   of Staff
Carol Cantrell, Vice President for Human  
   Resources
Nancy Donner, Vice President for  
   Communications and External Affairs
Shelley Reed, Vice President for Information 
   Services
Kristin Sorenson, Vice President for  
   Development	
Greggory Keith Spence, Vice President and  
   General Counsel
Nancy Stier, Vice President for Budget and 
   Planning				  
Doris Suarez, Vice President and Secretary of  
   the Corporation
	
Schools of the University
The New School for General Studies		
	 The New School for Social Research
Milano The New School for Management and  	
   	Urban Policy
Parsons The New School for Design
Eugene Lang College The New School for  
   Liberal Arts
Mannes College The New School for Music
The New School for Drama 
The New School for Jazz and  
	 Contemporary Music		
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